
 

 

     Year Group: 4 Value Focus: Enjoy  SPRING TERM 1  School Year 2020-2021 

Curriculum Theme:                  Rise of the Robots  RRS: Article 31: Every child has the right to relax, play and 

take part in a wide range of cultural and 
artistic activities. 

 

1 

 

 Week 1 
04/01/2021  

Week 2 
11/01/2021 

Week 3 
18/01/2021 

Week 4 
25/01/2021 

Week 5 
01/02/2021 

Week 6  
08/02/2021 

Whole 

School 

Events  

Inset Day  
Establishing Week  
Welcome Mornings  
Back to the Future Day  

E1 Moderations  
Y6 SATS/PiXL Tests  

Y2 Moderation Day  Brad Wray Day  Wellbeing Week  
Children’s Mental Health 
Week  
Attendance Focus Fortnight  
Y1 PiXL Tests  

MTP Meetings (Spring 2)  
Attendance Focus Fortnight  
Y3/Y4/Y5 PiXL Tests  
Safer Internet Day  

Enrichment 
(Trips/Visits) 

      

Weekly 

Reading 

CoreGR  text: The Iron Man 
 
Supplementary texts: Explanation texts 
Until I met Dudley: How everyday things really work 
(explanation text) 
How things work  

Core GR text: The Iron Man 
 
Supplementary texts: sales pitches (dragon den) and 
persuasive adverts/ articles selling a product. 

Core GR text: The Iron Man 
 
 
 

English Explanation text:  
Skills:  
Over the unit children will learn to use precise, technical 
vocabulary to write a series of logical- chronological 
explanatory steps. 
 
Using causal conjunctions and sequencing strategies, 
children will learn to explain how their invented robot 
works and what it does.  
 
The phases in a process will be explained, logically, in 
order.  (When you pull the leaver down, the spring 
stretches and the arms moves down.) 

Persuasion (sales pitch) 
 
Skills: 
Read, compare and contrast a range of persuasive texts 
both written and video (sales pitches or persuasive 
article). Discuss and record common features of the text-
types. Express views about the persuasive nature of 
different texts linking back to the persuasive letters they 
have already written. Children to explore synonyms to 
support precise word choice and powerful verbs.  They 
will rehearse their skills through presenting short sales 
pitches bout ordinary items- cups, pens etc. Children to 

Fantasy stories  
 
Skills: 
Children will write their own version of the Iron Man in 
the form of a prequel to the story.   
They will imagine  Hogarth finds part of a headline in an 
old newspaper clipping in his grandfather’s keepsake 
box. Remind chn of the text in chapter two: ‘Hogarth 
began to run. He ran and ran. Home. Home. The Iron 
Man had come back.’ They will use this an a stimulus to 
generate ideas for a prequel. 
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They will learn to use  simple organisational devices [for 
example, headings and sub-headings] to organise their 
ideas. 
 

improve written outcome responding to self, peer and 
teacher assessment. 

They will consider the question: what happened the first 
time the Iron Man appeared on those shores? Hogarth 
asks his grandfather and his grandfather tells him the tale 
(chn will tell the tale). In small groups begin to generate 
possible plots for the Iron Man prequel. Tell  the children 
that it will need to follow five events:  
- Arrival  
- Discovery/problem 
 - Attempt at resolution  
- Bigger problem 
 - Resolution and ending 
 
They will write a series of exciting events leading up to a 
high impact resolution. Children will develop ideas for 
the setting using their images, videos to develop ideas 
for characters, settings and action; and the dangers and 
threats to overcome. Stories to include an effective blend 
of action and description to engage the reader.  
 

Outcomes   Incidental writing:  
 
Explanations of Wallace and Gromit contraptions to 
support use of adverbials of time and causal 
conjunctions.  
 
Extended Written Outcome:  
 
Chn will design a robot and explain how it works. The 
robot could be linked to school and teaching/ learning, or 
a robot that solves a world problem or it could be a robot  
linked to The Iron Man ( a rival character recruited by the 
farmers to defeat the Iron Man) Teachers will decide the 
context for the year group so that the children can work 
together to build the language  they will need to explain 
how their robot works.  
 
Oracy outcomes 
Rebuttal sequencing  

Extended Written outcome: 
 
A dragons den sales pitch for your robot. Chn will write a 
creative sales pitches trying to persuade the dragons to 
invest/ or buy their robot. 
What does it do? 
What features does it have? explanation.  
Why do people need it?  
 
Oracy outcome 
 
Chn will present their sales pitches to the ‘dragons’ and 
use feedback to edit and improve their pitch.  

Incidental writing:  
 
Story opening: Classes to discuss ways of opening the 
prequel: - With the headline - With a discussion 
between Hogarth and his grandfather - With a series of 
questions (similar to that of The Iron man text) 
 
Children will build up to their narrative piece with 
predictions, story maps, character descriptions, setting 
descriptions, action scenes.  
 
Extended Written Outcome:  
 
A prequel to The Iron Man.  
 
 
Oracy outcomes 
 
LMNOPerform: Chn to perform action scene/ resolutions. 
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GPS  Extending the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, although 
 
Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express 
time and cause 
Formal tone 
Noun phrases using precise adjectives and nouns 

Generalising countable and uncountable nouns: some 
people, some dogs, most vehicles 
 
Formal tone 
Short sentences for emphasis  
Linking paragraphs by using a range of cohesive devices: 
repetition of a word, signpost sentences at the start of a 
paragraph, connecting adverbs e.g. in addition, on the 
other hand, in summary 
 
Rhetorical questions 

Grammar: 
Noun phrases  
Fronted adverbials  
Precise verbs for action  
Varying sentence structure to develop pace and tension.  
Exclamations and rhetorical questions 
inverted commas for direct soeech  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Peat  BOYS sentences  
 
P.C sentences both/ and     not so/as    neither/nor    
as/as 

Many questions and All the W’s 
List of 3 sentences 
Imagine sentences  

ing, (comma)……ed sentences 
Many questions; the 
more the more; emotion word 
(comma) 

Maths   Number: Fractions 
 
Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions. 
Fractional wall, Fractional triangle, Bryony’s triangle  
 
Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an 
object by one hundred and dividing tenths by ten.  
 
Solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, and 
fractions to divide quantities, including non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole 
number. Andy’s marbles, Fractions in a box, Chocolate 
 
Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator. 
 
White Rose 
Power Maths  , Power Maths   
NRich: Fractional wall, Fractional triangle, Bryony’s triangle, Andy’s marbles, Fractions 
in a box, Chocolate 
Assessment: White Rose Fractions, Answers 

Measurement: Area 
  
Find the area of rectilinear 
shapes by counting squares 
Torn shapes, Twice as big? 
  
White Rose 
Power Maths   
NRich: Torn shapes, Twice 
as big? 
Assessment: White Rose 
Area, Answers 
  
  
  

Number: Place Value 
(repeat) 

  
Count in multiples of 6, 7, 
9, 25 and 1000 
  
Find 1000 more or less 
than a given number 
  
Count backwards through 
zero to include negative 
numbers 
  
Recognise the place value 
of each digit in a four-digit 
number (thousands, 
hundreds, tens and ones) 
  
Order and compare 
numbers beyond 1000 
  

https://nrich.maths.org/4963
https://nrich.maths.org/4963
https://nrich.maths.org/4963
https://nrich.maths.org/5561
https://nrich.maths.org/5561
https://whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Year-4-2018-19-Spring-Term-Block-2-FINAL.pdf
https://nrich.maths.org/4963
https://nrich.maths.org/4963
https://nrich.maths.org/5561
https://nrich.maths.org/5561
https://nrich.maths.org/5561
https://whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Primary_Spring_Mini_Assessments/Spring-Block-2-Year-4-Area.pdf
https://whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Primary_Spring_Mini_Assessments/Spring-Block-2-Year-4-Area.pdf
https://whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Primary_Spring_Mini_Assessments/Spring-Block-2-Year-4-Area.pdf
https://whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Primary_Spring_Mini_Assessments/Spring-Block-2-Year-4-Area-answers.pdf
https://whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Primary_Spring_Mini_Assessments/Spring-Block-2-Year-4-Area-answers.pdf
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Identify, represent and 
estimate numbers using 
different representations 
  
Round any number to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 1000 
  
Solve number and practical 
problems that involve all of 
the above and with 
increasingly large positive 
numbers 
  
Read Roman numerals to 
100 (I to C) and know that 
over time, the numeral 
system changed to include 
the concept of zero and 
place value 

  

Maths Basic 

Skills  

1. Add and subtract 
numbers with up to 4 
digits using the formal 
written methods of 
columnar addition and 
subtraction where 
appropriate 
2. Use place value, 
known and derived facts 
to multiply and divide 
mentally, including: 
multiplying by 0 and 1; 
dividing by 1; 
multiplying together 
three numbers 
3. Multiply two-digit and 
three-digit numbers by a 

1. Round any number to 
the nearest 10, 100 or 
1000 
2. Use place value, 
known and derived facts 
to multiply and divide 
mentally, including: 
multiplying by 0 and 1; 
dividing by 1; 
multiplying together 
three numbers 
3. Recognise and show, 
using diagrams, families 
of common equivalent 
fractions 

1. Estimate and use 
inverse operations to 
check answers to a 
calculation 
2. Recognise and use 
factor pairs and 
commutativity in mental 
calculations. 
3. Multiply two-digit and 
three-digit numbers by a 
one-digit number using 
formal written layout. 
  

1. Solve problems 
involving converting 
from hours to minutes; 
minutes to seconds; 
years to months; weeks 
to days 
2. Count up and down in 
hundredths; recognise 
that hundredths arise 
when dividing an object 
by one hundred and 
dividing tenths by ten 
3. Solve problems 
involving multiplying 
and adding, including 
using the distributive 
law to multiply two digit 

1. Interpret and present 
discrete and continuous 
data using appropriate 
graphical methods, 
including bar charts and 
time graphs 
2. Multiply two-digit and 
three-digit numbers by a 
one-digit number using 
formal written layout. 
3. Add and subtract 
fractions with the same 
denominator. 
  

1. Solve simple measure 
and money problems 
involving fractions and 
decimals to two decimal 
places 
2. Recall multiplication 
and division facts for 
multiplication tables up 
to 12 x 12 (6, 7, 9) 
3. Find the area of 
rectilinear shapes by 
counting squares 
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one-digit number using 
formal written layout. 
  

numbers by one digit, 
integer scaling problems 
and harder 
correspondence 
problems such as n 
objects connected to m 
objects 
  

Science  

 

 

Teach the Autumn 1 lessons first: 
 

Describe in simple terms how 
fossils are formed when things 
that have lived are trapped 
within sedimentary rock. 
 

Describe and illustrate the 
formation of fossils. 
 
Science topic box to use: 
Milestone 2 – Rocks and fossils 
 
Science Big Books 

See list at the bottom of this 
document 
 
Recognise that living things have 
changed over time and fossils 
provide information about living 
things that inhabited the Earth 

millions of years ago. 
 
Name a variety of animal and 
plant fossils. 
 
Describe the conditions in which 
the fossils once lived. 

 
Note, name and describe plants 
and animals that inhabited the 
Earth millions of years ago. 
 

YEAR 3 CONTENT 

 
 

 

Recall identifying common 
appliances that run on 
electricity. 
 
Explain the similarities and 
differences between a 240V, 

40W halogen light bulb and a 
12V, 6W L.E.D. lightbulb. 
 
Explain the similarities and 
differences between a 240V 
mains powered vacuum cleaner 
and a 12V battery vacuum 

cleaner. 
 
Investigate battery powered 
road cars and draw some 
conclusions about their benefits 
and problems. 
 

Science Big Books 
See list at the bottom of this 
document 
 
Recall constructing a simple 
series electrical circuit, 

identifying and naming basic 
parts. 
 
Make a number of series circuits 
containing different 
components. Explain the 
similarities between the circuits 

despite their different 
components. 
 

Recall exploring the role of 
flowers in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including 
pollination, seed formation and 
seed dispersal. 
 

Use a range of real flowering 
plants, locate and name the 
parts of the flower. (apply) 
 
Compare different flowers and 
explain the differences in the 
size and shape of the parts of 

the flower. 
 
Explain why a flower that is not 
pollinated will not reproduce. 
 
Suggest reasons why some 
people are worried about a fall 

in the number of bees in the 
British Isles. 
 
Why might flowering plants 
grow in high-up rooftops or 
gutters even if humans did not 

put them there? 
 
Animals are a flowering plant’s 
best friend. Do you agree? 
(reason). 
 
Science topic box to use: 

Milestone 2 – Plants 
 
Science Big Books 

Recall recognising that soils are made from rocks and organic matter. 
 
Explain how weathering contributes to the formation of soils. 
 
Compare and contrast different types of soils. 
 

Categorise soils using a range of different criteria. 
 
Test soils in various ways in order to identify them. 
 
Recommend plants for different soil conditions. 
 
True or false: Alluvial soils are richer in nutrients than most other 

soils? 
 
Investigate the flooding of the River Nile in ancient Egyptian times 
and relate this to your knowledge of soils. 
 
Science topic box to use: 
Milestone 2 – Rocks and fossils 

 
Science Big Books 
See list at the bottom of this document 

Recall observing that some 
materials change state when 
they are heated or cooled. 
 
Summarise, using scientific 
terminology, the relationship 

between temperature and 
states of matter. 
 
Explain the three states of 
matter of water and how 
temperature affects its state. 
 

Create a testable hypothesis 
about states of mater, carry out 
tests and prove or disprove 
your hypothesis. 
 
Science topic box to use: 
Milestone 2 – States of matter 

 
Science Big Books 
See list at the bottom of this 
document 
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Compare and contrast the properties 
of different rocks. 
 

Group rocks on the basis of their 
properties rather than their origin. 
 
Infer the names and types of rocks 
based on their observable properties 
or descriptions of their minerals. 
 
True or false: The colour of a rock is a 
good clue that helps to identify it? 
 
Always, sometimes or never: Rocks 
that sparkle have a high quartz 
content? 
 
Science topic box to use: 
Milestone 2 – Rocks and fossils 

 
Science Big Books 
See list at the bottom of this 
document 

Explain the concept of a series 

circuit and recommend some 
general rules e.g. a series circuit 
must always have… 
 
Science Big Books 
See list at the bottom of this 
document 

See list at the bottom of this 

document 
 
 
 
 
 

Working 

Scientificall

y  

Classification 
Based on the children’s own 
criteria: 
Look at different soils and 
discuss how they are 

similar/different. 
 
What about the on-going skills?  
Taking measurements, 
Gathering results, 
Recording results, 

Presenting results, Interpreting 
results, 
Drawing conclusions, 
Making a prediction for a future 
enquiry and  

Evaluating an enquiry. 

Classification 
Based on the children’s own 
criteria:  
Classifying household appliances 
and/or toys (leading to 

electrical/not electrical, 
batteries/mains). 
 

Exploration 
Make circuits to make a 
lightbulb, buzzer, motor work. 

Children to draw pictures to 
show how they make circuits. 
 
 
What about the on-going skills?  
Taking measurements, 
Gathering results, 

Recording results, 
Presenting results, Interpreting 
results, 
Drawing conclusions, 
Making a prediction for a future 
enquiry and  
Evaluating an enquiry. 

 
 
 

Research 
Research different methods of 
seed dispersal 
 
What about the on-going skills?  

Taking measurements, 
Gathering results, 
Recording results, 
Presenting results, Interpreting 
results, 
Drawing conclusions, 

Making a prediction for a future 
enquiry and  
Evaluating an enquiry. 

Observation over time 
Observe how soil separates into different layers in water. 
 
What about the on-going skills?  
Taking measurements, Gathering results, 

Recording results, 
Presenting results, Interpreting results, 
Drawing conclusions, 
Making a prediction for a future enquiry and  
Evaluating an enquiry. 
 

Research 
Research the melting point 
temperatures of metals 
Research water cycle (children 
to present what they’ve learned 

in different ways: create a 
model, write a song, write a 
story, create a PPT, etc.) 
Children to use books, iPads etc. 
 
What about the on-going skills?  

Taking measurements, 
Gathering results, 
Recording results, 
Presenting results, Interpreting 
results, 
Drawing conclusions, 
Making a prediction for a future 

enquiry and  
Evaluating an enquiry. 
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 Week 1 
04/01/2021  

Week 2 
11/01/2021 

Week 3 
18/01/2021 

Week 4 
25/01/2021 

Week 5 
01/02/2021 

Week 6  
08/02/2021 

Whole 

School 

Events  

Inset Day  
Establishing Week  
Welcome Mornings  
Back to the Future Day  

E1 Moderations  
Y6 SATS/PiXL Tests  

Y2 Moderation Day  Brad Wray Day  Wellbeing Week  
Children’s Mental Health 
Week  
Attendance Focus Fortnight  
Y1 PiXL Tests  

MTP Meetings (Spring 2)  
Attendance Focus Fortnight  
Y3/Y4/Y5 PiXL Tests  
Safer Internet Day  

Foundation 

Subjects 

(Blocked)  
● History 

● Geograp

hy 

● Music 

● Computi

ng 

● RE 

● Art 

● DT 

● PSHE  

 

 
 

Rise of the Robots 
History:  
Study an aspect or theme of British History that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; inventions that changed the world, including the 
industrial revolution and key modern inventions e.g. the internet.  
 
 
DT-Mechanisms 
Project on a Page: Simple Circuits and switches  
 
Could children in school do this and the children at home make robot models 
and plan how they would attach a circuit?  

PSHE  
Dreams and Goals 
 
I can tell you about 
some of my hopes and 
dreams 
 
I understand that 
sometimes hopes and 
dreams do not come 
true and that this can 
hurt 
 
I know that reflecting on 
positive and happy 
experiences can help me 
to counteract 
disappointment 
 
I know how to make a 
new plan and set new 
goals even if I have been 
Disappointed 
 
I know how to work out 
the steps to take to 
achieve a goal, and can 
do this successfully as 
part of a group 
 

Computing 
Communications and 
Networks 
 
I can decide what is 
acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour 
when using technologies 
and online services. 
 
I can effectively use 
search engines 
 
I can explain how search 
results are selected, 
including that search 
engines use 'web 
crawler programs’ 
elects, combines 
 
I can use internet 
services.  
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I can identify the 
contributions made by 
myself and others to the 
group’s achievement 

Outcomes  

 

 Robot Making with 
Cricut (3 lessons) 

Online Newspaper report 
(3 sessions) 

(If time permits) Persuasive 
Letter - which is the best 
modern invention 

Video To design their own video 
game covers. They need to 
design and explain how it is 
safe and appropriate for 
cdn their age, the safety 
features included to make 
it safe. Click here 

Spanish        

P.E. 

 

Dance 

• Respond sensitively to professional work 

• Refine, repeat and remember short dance phrases 

• Perform with increasing musicality with control and confidence 

• Perform dances with consistency 

• Show rhythm and style when performing as an individual and with others 

• Dance using a variety of formations confidently 

• Show sensitivity to a dance idea/theme or story 

• Showing self-control and maturity to perform a partner/ group contact work 

PSHE  

Weekly 

Reflection  
(Scheme 

Blocked) 

New Year’s 

Resolutions 

 

Be happy on purpose 

 

Enjoy your learning 

 

Thomas Buxton is a 

Bully Free Zone 

 

Accentuate the 

positive, eliminate the 

negative. 

 

Calm Down! Ways to 

keep your cool. 

 

P4C Skills Recognise how their rights have been respected and identify areas for improvement. 
Understand that there are different kinds of responsibilities, rights and duties at home, at school and in the community. 
Group and classify questions. 

P4C Theme 

 

 

Review class charter 

New beginnings 

Understanding others 
faiths. 
 
 

Looking after the world 
 

Mental wellbeing Becoming independent 
 

Social justice 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14iu93DxAEa8RNcSsVGlRZ__4Gy-wvgpA?usp=sharing
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